
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                                     
 
FOR INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Liliana Esposito, Dean Foods    Joan Schimml, Thermo King 
214-907-2716      651-407-3897 
Liliana_Esposito@deanfoods.com    Joan.Schimml@trane.com  
 

 
 

DEAN FOODS AND THERMO KING INTRODUCE ADVANCED ECO-FRIENDLY 
TECHNOLOGY FOR ONE OF NATION’S LARGEST  

REFRIGERATED TRANSPORTATION FLEETS 
 

Sustainable Refrigeration Technology Reduces Emissions and Drives Cost Savings 
 

DALLAS, June 21, 2010 – Dean Foods (NYSE: DF), the nation’s largest dairy processor and 

owner of one of the largest refrigerated direct-store delivery distribution networks in the food and 

beverage industry, today unveiled a delivery vehicle equipped with a new prototype truck 

refrigeration system developed by Thermo King, the leader in temperature and climate control 

products for the transportation industry.  This advanced, cost-efficient and environmentally-

sustainable truck refrigeration system significantly reduces the emissions associated with 

traditional diesel-powered transport refrigeration.   

 

The diesel-free, hybrid electric-powered refrigeration technology will help Dean Foods reduce its 

carbon footprint while creating operational efficiencies and cost savings.  The technology also 

represents a step towards achieving Dean Foods’ commitment to remove 50,000 metric tons of 

carbon from its transportation system by 2013, the equivalent of removing 9,500 cars from the 

road. 

 

“The commitment shown by Dean Foods and Thermo King demonstrates how corporations can 

use innovative technology to drive environmentally sustainable practices that increase business 

efficiency and have positive economic impacts,” said U.S. Rep. Eddie Bernice Johnson of 

Texas, a member of the House Transportation & Infrastructure Committee and Energy & 

Environment Subcommittee of the Science & Technology Committee.  Congresswoman 

Johnson attended an announcement in Dallas today about the reduced-emission truck 

refrigeration technology, held at Dean Foods’ Schepps Dairy processing and distribution plant. 
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“Our highest priority is reducing the cost and improving the efficiency of our operations,” said 

Harrald Kroeker, president of Dean Foods’ Fresh Dairy Direct business unit. “Innovations that 

eliminate the use of diesel fuel, which is a major expenditure and our second largest source of 

emissions, drive cost savings to our business that benefit the environment.” 

 

The electric-powered refrigeration units replace traditional mechanical models that rely on a 

separate diesel-powered engine to facilitate cooling while en route, and require oil, filters and 

anti-freeze as part of their routine maintenance.  The new unit reduces emissions and waste by 

operating on electricity both while parked and while driving, eliminating the need for an 

independent engine in the refrigeration unit. Additionally, the new unit emits significantly less 

noise than conventional mechanical refrigeration units, an important consideration for local 

communities.  

 

The prototype truck refrigeration system has already been put into service in Dean Foods’ 

Dallas-area fleet. It has made daily deliveries from the company’s Oak Farms Dairy facility since 

March 2010.  The company aims to achieve at least a 50 percent savings in diesel fuel usage 

as compared to traditional refrigerated vehicles by adopting the new technology over the longer-

term. Eliminating the diesel used in the refrigeration units of traditional vehicles would remove 

21,000 pounds of carbon per vehicle per year and significantly reduce costs. Because Dean 

Foods typically replaces about 200 delivery trucks each year, innovation such as this is an 

important step toward substantially decreasing fuel usage and related carbon emissions. 

 

“This emission-reducing technology delivers superior functionality by offering fresh and frozen 

precise temperature management with complete flexibility for the management of fleets,” said 

Dave Regnery, president of the Hussmann, Thermo King and Trane businesses in North 

America.  “Thermo King is proud to collaborate with Dean Foods in leading innovation that 

creates an efficient and sustainable option for refrigerated transportation.” 

 

“Our size and scale give Dean Foods the ability to implement changes in our operations that 

have tremendous positive impacts on the environment and for the entire food and beverage  

delivery industry,” said Chip Jones, senior vice president of sustainability and corporate  
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responsibility for Dean Foods.  “We continuously adopt innovative technology across our 

13,000-vehicle network, and collaborating with strategic suppliers like Thermo King is a critical 

tactic in advancing our company’s sustainability goals.”   

 

The adoption of new transport refrigeration technology is part of Dean Foods’ Smart Fleet 

initiative – an enterprise-wide effort to “green the fleet” by reducing greenhouse gas emissions 

and other harmful pollutants through delivery route optimization, investments in new technology, 

and equipment and training for drivers.  Dean Foods has made significant investments to 

automate its distribution network, install on-board monitors to gauge idling and vehicle speed, 

and implement optimized route modeling software to build the most efficient delivery routes, 

reducing fuel usage and costs in the process.  Dean Foods is a leader in sustainable business 

practices and a founding member of the Climate Registry. In 2008, the company established its 

Environmental Roadmap, with a goal to reduce its carbon footprint by 20 percent, water use by 

30 percent and solid waste by 30 percent – all by 2013.  Smart Fleet activities, including today’s 

unveiling of the new sustainable refrigeration technology, play an important role in meeting the 

carbon reduction goals of the Roadmap. Achieving the carbon reduction target will also yield 

millions of dollars in cost savings. For instance, improving the transportation fleet’s fuel 

efficiency by just one mile per gallon reduces annual fuel purchases by 3.6 million gallons and 

related greenhouse gas emissions by 36,000 tons.  

 

As part of its commitment to sustainability, Thermo King continues to offer industry-leading 

products and solutions that enable businesses around the world to reduce energy consumption 

and costs and decrease harmful environmental emissions. Thermo King is a business of 

Ingersoll Rand, which recently launched the Center for Energy, Efficiency and Sustainability 

(CEES), a global group of experts dedicated to integrating best practices for the long-term use 

of energy and other resources. Created by Ingersoll Rand as part of its worldwide commitment 

to environmental responsibility, this unprecedented consortium of leading energy experts 

develops solutions that advocate green policies, standards and education in the communities in 

which Ingersoll Rand operates and serves.  
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About Dean Foods 
Dean Foods is one of the leading food and beverage companies in the United States and a 
European leader in branded soy foods and beverages. The Company's Fresh Dairy Direct-
Morningstar segment is the largest U.S. processor and distributor of milk, creamer, and cultured 
dairy products. These offerings are marketed under more than 50 local and regional dairy 
brands, as well as through private labels. The WhiteWave-Alpro segment produces and sells an 
array of branded dairy, soy and plant-based beverages and foods. WhiteWave brands, including 
Silk(R) soy and almond milk, Horizon Organic(R) milk and dairy products, International 
Delight(R) coffee creamers, and LAND O'LAKES(R) creamers, are category leaders and 
consumer favorites. Alpro is the pan-European leader in branded soy food products.  For more 
information, visit www.deanfoods.com. 

About Thermo King 
Thermo King Corporation, a business unit of diversified industrial firm Ingersoll Rand Company 
Limited, was founded in 1938 and manufactures transport temperature control systems for a 
variety of mobile applications, including trailers, truck bodies, buses, shipboard containers and 
railway cars. The company operates 10 manufacturing facilities and 17 parts distribution centers 
worldwide. Sales and service is provided by a global dealer network of 865 independently 
owned companies in 75 countries.  For more information, visit www.thermoking.com.  
 
About Ingersoll Rand 
Ingersoll Rand (NYSE:IR) is a world leader in creating and sustaining safe, comfortable and 
efficient environments in commercial, residential and industrial markets. Our people and our 
family of brands—including Club Car®, Hussmann®, Ingersoll Rand®, Schlage®, Thermo 
King® and Trane® —work together to enhance the quality and comfort of air in homes and 
buildings, transport and protect food and perishables, secure homes and commercial properties, 
and increase industrial productivity and efficiency. We are a $13 billion global business 
committed to sustainable business practices within our company and for our customers.  For 
more information, visit www.ingersollrand.com 
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